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During the winter of 1993/94 I was teaching E nglish to business students at a
technical school in the comfortable Westphalian city of Münster. Wanting to get
a first-hand glimpse of conditions in the former German Democratic Republic,
I traveled to the East in late December 1993. Standing in line at Dresden’s Sem-
per Opera House, I had the good for tune to strike up a conv ersation with a
young couple from Jena in Thuringia. Having never spent time with an Ameri-
can, they were kind enough to invite me back to their home. Conditions in their
industrial city presented a striking contrast to the affluence of Münster. Jena con-
sisted of grim, dilapidated apar tments, stor es, and factories, all them thickly
blanketed in coal soot. The frustrations of many East Germans regarding the lack
of economic and social pr ogress since r eunification were aptly summed up b y
some graffiti scrawled on the wall of a r ow house: “Kohl lied!” The wife of this
couple was educated as a doctor and her husband as a mechanical engineer , yet
both of them were unemployed and squatting in an apartment house that lacked
indoor running water. In these difficult circumstances, they spoke nostalgically of
the days of the former East Germany, when the street cars were virtually free and
they had enjoyed a sense of social security. The pair was leery of the free market’s
intrusion into their liv es and definitely could not per ceive any of its potential
benefits. 

Spending time with this couple made me realize how difficult a task it would
be to tie the two G erman states together. It was not mer ely a matter of r econ-
structing the infrastructure, as many in the West thought, but also of changing
people’s minds. Now, almost twenty years later, the “wall in the mind” remains a
formidable obstacle. Meeting this couple led me to wonder what transpired dur-
ing the early Federal Republic in terms of West Germans’ changing perceptions
and meanings regarding the economy. To be sure, West Germany experienced an
“economic miracle” of the 1950s that transformed society and undermined
Social Democratic calls for the socialization and planning of the economy .
Although after the Third Reich many West Germans were sharply critical of in-
dustry and free-market capitalism, within a few years most had become fiercely
proud of their “ social market economy.” Clearly the conser vative Christian
Democratic Union and L udwig Erhard, the Federal Republic’s first economics
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minister, had successfully positioned themselv es as the bear ers of the economic
miracle—but, I wonder ed, just ho w they succeeded in doing this? And mor e
importantly perhaps, what did this economic reconstruction mean to West Ger-
mans in the midst of building a new democracy out of the ruins of the Nazi past? 

So many people have contributed in a variety of important ways to the com-
pletion of this work that I find it impossible to thank them all sufficiently. I could
not imagine a better P h.D. adviser than Alan D. B eyerchen, who o versaw the
beginning stages of this pr oject at Ohio State University. He always found the
right balance between guiding me in a pr oductive way and encouraging me to
find my own intellectual path. I am deeply grateful to him for his guidance, sup-
port, and friendship. I must thank the members of my disser tation committee,
John Rothney and Leila Rupp, for their astute insights and helpful advice. K en
Andrien, James Bartholomew, Carole Fink, Martha Garland, and Robin Judd, all
at Ohio State, contributed immeasurably to my gr owth and dev elopment as a
historian. I also benefited gr eatly from scholars who shar ed their insights as I
wrestled with some of the fundamental issues of postwar West German history.
Diethelm Prowe and Volker Berghahn were kind enough to read early drafts of
the manuscript and provide invaluable suggestions to str engthen my analysis. I
am very grateful to Robert Moeller for his ex cellent critique of a section of my
manuscript dealing with the r epresentation of gender r oles in political pr opa-
ganda. Thomas Schwartz’s commentary on a conference paper presented at the
2003 meeting of the German Studies Association helped sharpen my thinking on
the process of the Americanization of West German politics. Conversations with
Julia Sneeringer and others at the 2000 Midwest German History Seminar at the
University of Wisconsin helped me significantly in considering advertising’s role
in German political history. I appreciate the extensive time and care James C. Van
Hook devoted to reviewing this manuscript. H is constructive critique substan-
tially str engthened this wor k. Marion Berghahn, Melissa Spinelli, and J aime
Taber at Berghahn Books provided extraordinary support in the pr oduction of
this volume. I greatly appreciate their work in guiding this book to publication.

I am also grateful for the generous support I received from the Department of
History, Graduate School, and O ffice of I nternational Education, all of O hio
State University, and from the Fulbright Commission. Their assistance allowed
me to complete essential archival research in Germany. During my year as a Ful-
bright scholar at the University of Cologne, I was fortunate to have Professor Jost
Dülffer as my “Betreuer.” Our conversations helped keep this pr oject on track
through the trying times of archival research. Dr. Sabine Behrenbeck at the Uni-
versity of Cologne was kind enough to give me a great deal of her time and atten-
tion as I str uggled to find a focus for my pr oject. A t the Ar chiv für
Christlich-Demokratische Politik, Dr. Frank Mueller and Hans-Jürgen Klegraf
assisted me greatly as I searched the CDU records. Andreas Schirmer at the Lud-
wig Erhard Stiftung also provided me with considerable help during my research.
Dr. Dirk Schindelbeck, who spent an entir e day with me at the K ultur und
Werbe geschichtliches Ar chiv in F reiburg, substantially expanded my under-
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standing of public relations and advertising work in West Germany. The support
staffs of the Bundesarchiv in Koblenz, Archiv der sozialen Demokratie in Bonn,
the Nordrhein-Westfälisches Hauptstaatsarchiv in Düsseldorf, Archiv des Liber-
alismus in G ummersbach, the K onrad A denauer H aus in Königswinter ,
Rheinisch-Westfälisches Wirtschaft Archiv in Cologne, and the H ans Seidel
Stiftung in Munich extended considerable assistance to my r esearch. I am most
grateful to all of them. 

During my stay in Germany I was fortunate to have close friends who offered
a haven from the grind of disser tation work. Kristina, Tibor, and Martin Sugár
provided me with the atmosphere and comfort of a home-away-from-home and
occasional tickets to Borrusia Dortmund soccer matches. Helga and Beno Strass-
er have been dear family friends and assisted me immeasurably during my stays
in Germany. Kelly Meyer and Cassandra Bonse were always willing to lend an ear
as I vented dissertation excitement and frustrations. My graduate school friends
and colleagues, Amy Alrich, Brad Austin, Michael Bryant, Laura Hilton, Jeffrey
Lewis, Andrew Long, Kelly McFall, Doug Palmer, John Stapleton, John Stark,
and Nick Steneck, always exercised a critical eye and a delicate touch in pointing
out the strengths and weaknesses in my work. At Shippensburg University I have
been blessed with many supportive colleagues. As chairperson of the Department
of History and Philosophy, David Godshalk extended both encouragement and
sound advice as this project developed. I am deeply indebted to Charles Loucks,
who spent countless hours reading my manuscript and managed to significantly
improve my sometimes clunky writing style. The University Research and Schol-
arship Program at S hippensburg University provided generous suppor t that
proved essential for the completion of the manuscript. I am grateful to G ay
Jones, Diane Kalathas, M ary Mowery, and Teresa Strayer at the univ ersity’s
Lehman Memorial Library who indefatigably tracked down many obscure books
and periodicals as I worked through my research. 

My family and friends hav e given me mor e support than I could ev er have
hoped for. My parents were always extremely supportive of me during my jour-
ney through graduate school and into the r ealm of the pr ofessional historian.
Over thirty years ago, my grandfather H omer Newell ignited a lo ve of histor y
within me that I carry still. My greatest debt, admiration, and love go to my wife
Susan, without whose lo ve and support this book would nev er have seen com-
pletion. Susan was always confident that I would complete this v olume, even
when I experienced doubts. Over the course of this project, we have experienced
many wonderful life changes—most importantly our marriage and the births of
our daughters, M argaret and N atalie. As I often times allo wed writing and
research to unduly div ert my time and energy , Susan took on an immense
amount of hard work. All the while she maintained her characteristic gr eat wit
and upbeat attitude. I could nev er begin to fully repay her for all she has done.
However, with this project completed, I plan now to try.
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