
Anecdotes and Ethnographies

Throughout these pages there are about seventy short stories, anecdotes, 
and more detailed ethnographies recounting some things that happened 
in the project. These are included to show a wide range of realities and 
challenges, as well as successes and surprises.
Note: * indicates pseudonym

Introduction
“Making Things Happen” 

Chapter 
“As We Watched the Construction, It Was a Symbol” 
Ethnography: Government Girls’ High School at River View* 

Chapter 
Serious Cultural Breach 
“All It Takes Is One Person” 
Who Are the Powerful People? Depends on Whom You Ask 

and When 
Power and the School above the Clouds 
Low-Caste Families Pooling Subsidy Funds 
Low-Caste Son Becomes a Leader 
Landowner Suddenly Claims Encroachment; Shunning Threatened 
“What? Now I Have to Learn the Folk Songs and Wear Traditional 

Clothes?” 
“Why Didn’t You Just Tell Them They Had to Change the Culture?” 
Who Should Attend the Meeting? 
Land Issues? Perspective Matters 
Ethnography: Government Girls’ School Sabaz Zameen* 

This chapter is from Making Things Happen by Jane Murphy Thomas  
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Chapter 
An Embankment Alignment in Bangladesh 
Syria—“We’re Not Too Happy You’re Here” 
Ontario, Canada—The Potato Patch 
No to Community Participation! 
Myanmar—“What Is This?!” 
Afghanistan—Afghan NGOs Start Up in Refugee Camps in Pakistan 

Chapter 
“Participate? Nobody Had Ever Asked Us to Do That Before” 
See the Diff erence? Participation versus No Participation 
An Elite’s Demands—Attempting to Capture Benefi ts 
Blocked Access to Construction Site 
“My Parents Never Set Foot in My School” 
Parents Locked the School and Led a Protest against the 

Head Teacher 
Community Helping Construction Drew Attention to Girls’ Education 
Brother Who Refused to Lend Land after His Family Agreed to It 
Meeting a Main Stakeholder on the Snow-Blocked Road 
Why We Want This School 
Bherkund Snake Infestation 
Ethnography—Government Girls’ High School Long Valley* 

Chapter 
Sample Willingness Resolution 
Introducing Grievance Procedures 
“How Do You Do It? Be a Catalyst in Dispute Settlement” 
Camel in a Tent School 
A Deliberately Broken Water Pipe 
Construction Steel Stolen and Hidden in a Corn Field 
Fight Over the Road Being Blocked 
“We Never Hear Complaints about this Project” 
Two Views—Listening to the People 
Rough First Year 
“Look Who Is in the Graveyard! Ha, Ha, Ha!” 
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thanks to the support of Knowledge Unlatched. https://doi.org/10.3167/10.3167/9781800735613. Not for resale.



Anecdotes and Ethnographies • xi

Engineers Say, “Having a Social Team Saves a Lot of Time 
and Trouble” 

Chapter 
Architect—“There’s Nothing about Culture in a Modern Building” 
Offi  cial—“Village People Don’t Know Anything about Design” 
Toilet Orientation 
Boundary Walls 
Unwanted Visibility 
Glass Blocks in Windows 
Don’t Waste the Land 
Respect for Graves 
“My School Is My Life” 
Flash Floods and Local Knowledge 
Honor the Committee-Contractor Agreement 
“Construction Here Is an Uphill Battle” 
Mohandri School, Mountainside Boulders 
Hostel for Students from Farthest Valleys 
Trouble over the Word “Local” 
Pouring Concrete Roof, Community Members Stood By Overnight 
Locals Threaten to Be Given Jobs 
Two Contractors in a Road Dispute 
Ethnography: Boys’ Primary and High School Glacier Way* 

Chapter 
First Student Donation to the Library Challenge 
“Look! I Can Read This!” 
First Books Ever Owned 
Roadside Chat about Books 
“But My Sons Won’t Even Read Their Syllabus Books!” 

Chapter 
Ethnography—Government Boys’ High School in Flat Land* 
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